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W
ithin-student &

 environm
ental factors

Early reading appears effortless, acquired primarily 
though implicit (statistical) learning; recognition of 

advanced skills & ease of acquisition essential (~ 10%)

D
ifferentiation:  System

atically designed instruction &
 m

aterials to 
address individual needs, based on appropriate data/inform

ation

Reading/writing acquisition is effortful, requiring 
explicit code-based instruction intensively 

scaffolded alongside extensive practice (~10%)

Learning to read is relatively straightforward 
with broad instruction and implicit learning    

opportunities; tailored support likely required 
for writing (~40%)

Reading/writing acquisition initially 
requires code-based explicit instruction 

and strategic practice (controlled and 
implicit opportunities) (~40%)
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Continuum of ease in skill acquisition: Instructional implications

Faster pace of 
purposeful 

literacy building 
activities

Comprehensive 
analytical   

approach to  
address learning 

difficulties

Comprehensive 
analytical 

approach to 
learning language 

structure

Academic 
acceleration 

(multiage) and/or 
extended learning


